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SIN KILLS AND DESTROYS; but the Lord upholds our lives. Sin spills out in a dizzying array of temptation, is nearly impossible to fully clean up, and manages to find its way into every possible nook
and corner of our lives. We know how sin got there – sin is evil! But seriously, it calls for God’s
direct intervention to fully rid ourselves of the mess and disorder – of its consequences and never-ending effects.
St. James questions, “where do the wars and where do the conflicts among you come from? Is it
not from your passions that make war within your members? He does talk about sin – the disordering of our desires and actions, and the consequences and effects of original sin. It goes everywhere, and touches everything.
It is Jesus Christ, who saves us from sin because we cannot save ourselves. Jesus Christ, who tells
his disciples, who do not understand, that he will be handed over to men and they will kill him, and
three days after his death he will rise. Our Savior instructs us to order our desires and actions in
service to one another. He, as fully divine and fully human is the direct intervention of God that we
long for.
As far as we know, no one has ever died from an abundance of glitter that falls on us. The same
cannot be said of sin. Sin kills and destroys; but the Lord upholds my life, says the psalmist. We always have a choice whether to heed the attraction toward sin, or toward Jesus. Let us pray that the
grace of God we receive in Word and Sacrament may sustain us in our endeavors toward only that
which is good – that our lives may reflect not the glitter of sin, but the light of the Son.

Fr. Michael Jeeva Antony

EL PECADO MATA Y DESTRUYE; pero el Señor sostiene nuestras vidas. EL pecado se derrama en una
vertiginosa variedad de tentaciones, es casi imposible limpiarse completamente, y logra encontrar
su camino en cada rincón posible de nuestras vidas. Sabemos cómo llegó el pecado - el pecado es
maligno! Pero seriamente, llama por la intervención directa de Dios para quitar ese desastre y desorden completamente —de sus consecuencias e interminables efectos.
San Santiago pregunto, “De donde vienen las guerras y conflictos entre ustedes? No es de sus pasiones que hacen la guerra entre sus miembros? El habla del pecado — el desorden de nuestros
deseos y acciones, y las consecuencias y efectos del pecado original. Va a donde quiera, y toca todo.
Es Jesucristo, quien nos salva del pecado porque nosotros no podemos salvarnos a nosotros mismos.
Jesucristo quien dice a los discípulos, quien no entendían, que el sera entregado a los hombres y
ellos lo mataran, y tres días después de su muerte resucitara. Nuestro Salvador nos instruyo para ordenar nuestros deseos y acciones al servicio del uno por el otro. El, completamente divino y completamente hombre es la intervención directa de Dios que esperamos.
Lo que sabemos, que nadie ha muerto de la abundancia del brillo que cae en nosotros. No se puede
decir lo mismo del pecado. El pecado mata y destruye; pero el Señor sostiene mi vida, dice el salmista. Nosotros siempre tenemos una elección sea la atracción hacia el pecado, o hacia Jesús. Oremos
para que la gracia de Dios que recibimos en la Palabra y Sacramento nos sostenga en nuestros
esfuerzos hacia solamente lo bueno — que nuestras vidas reflejen no el brillo del pecado, sino la luz
del Hijo de Dios.
Padre Miguel Jeeva Antony
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“UNPROTECTED” — #Metoo… Sexting pressure... The Hook-up culture… Teenage depression & suicide. How did
the culture become so toxic for women? And how did one man foresee this all so clearly 50 years ago? From
the producer of Convinced, a new documentary about Humanae Vitae, the devastating effects of the sexual
revolution, and the counter-cultural movement that is rising from its ashes. To purchase tickets to this local
showing, go to: https://www.tugg.com/events/unprotected-88um Deadline to purchase tickets is Sept. 25!

NATIONAL ROSARY RALLY —All are invited to participate in this rally on October 7th — the
feastdayofOur Lady of Sorrows.Itwillbeat1:00pm —thistimecorrespondstotheothertime
zonesintheU.S.,soallwillbeprayingatthesametime!Locationisthepublicright-of-wayatthe
PlannedParenthoodfacility(3579FranklinBlvd).LetusseektogetherOurLady’shelpinfightingthis
great battle for the very souls of our church and our nation. For more info contact Doris at:
djdimpki@gmail.comor541-520-6787.

You are invited to join other Christians across our nation for the 40 Days for Life Fall campaign of
prayer and fasting for an end to abortion, from September 26th through November 4th. Locally, we
will also have, in addition, a 40 day Vigil of peaceful prayer in the public right-of-way outside the
Planned Parenthood facility (3579 Franklin Blvd). For more info, or to volunteer for the prayer Vigil,
contact Eileen at 541-543-7168 or email: etmoregon@yahoo.com; website: 40DaysforLife.com/Eugene.
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CAN YOU ‘LOSE’ YOUR SALVATION?
Many Christians declare: “Once saved, always saved!” By this they mean that once a person confesses faith in
Jesus Christ, he is “saved” from all God’s punishments for sin, including hell. No matter what that person may do
for the rest of his life, he is still guaranteed a place in heaven.
Catholics — and many other Christians — reject this teaching as unbiblical. For example, there is this warning
in the Book of Sirach: “Do not be so confident of forgiveness that you add sin upon sin. Do not say ‘His mercy is
great; my many sins he will forgive’. For mercy and anger alike are with him; his wrath comes to rest on the
wicked” (Sir 5:5-6). Some might object that this passage doesn’t apply to Christians; after all, Sirach is in the
Old Testament, and some Protestant bibles don’t even have that book in the OT. Nevertheless, the New Testament echoes this warning:
For it is impossible in the case of those who have been enlightened and tasted the heavenly gift and
shared in the holy Spirit and tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, and
then have fallen away, to bring them to repentance again, since they are recrucifying the Son of God
for themselves and holding him up to contempt (Heb 6:4-6).
At the same time, in speaking of severe trials ahead for his followers, Jesus predicts that “the love of many
will grow cold. But the one who perseveres to the end will be saved” (Mt 24:12-13). Not the one who makes a
one-time confession of faith, but the one who perseveres to the end.
We should note that “salvation” means more than just an initial experience of faith. It’s a lifelong process, in
this world and the next, which culminates — if we faithfully persevere — in perfect holiness and the vision of
God. After the “new birth”, St. Peter says, despite undergoing “various trials, … you attain the goal of [your]
faith, the salvation of your souls” (1 Pt 1:3,6,9).
So ………. we don’t obtain our salvation on one day, and “lose” it on another. Instead, for a lifetime we must
“work out [our] salvation with fear and trembling” (Phil 2:12).
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